It Could Only Happen To Me by Ferguson, Betty
bridge 
o
v
e
r 
the 
rug 
a
s
 
the 
Seabee
s 
do. 
B
u
t 
the 
best 
a
nd 
m
o
st 
s
e
n
sible 
idea, 
1 
decide 
after long 
c
o
n
sideration, is 
sim
ply 
to 
m
o
v
e
 the 
rug 
to 
s
o
m
e
 desolate 
c
o
rn
e
r 
behind 
a 
nice 
c
o
m
fortable 
chair
.
 
1 have 
also 
debated 
m
a
ny 
tim
es 
w
ith 
m
y 
c
o
n
-
science 
about 
quietly 
slipping 
from
 
m
y 
ro
o
m
, after e
v
e
ryone is dead to
 the 
w
o
rld, 
a
nd building 
a 
pleasant bonfire 
w
ith 
this 
c
u
n
ning little 
rug 
a
s
 fuel. 
B
ut that idea 
w
o
uld b
r ing forth 
the problem
 
of getting 
a 
n
e
w
 
rug, 
w
hich 
m
ight 
n
o
t fit 
in 
w
ith 
the 
s
u
rro
u
nding
s
,
 
either. 
N
o, 
1 
a
m
 
opposed 
to 
all 
these 
policies 
a
nd 
ha ve 
decided 
to 
m
e
et 
the 
rug 
o
n
 
his 
o
w
n
 
battleground 
w
ith better 
w
e
apons than he. 
T
he la
st tim
e 1 
w
e
n
t 
hom
e, 1 greeted 
m
y dear 
e
n
e
m
y, 
the 
rug, 
w
ith 
a 
c
a
utious 
step
.
 
A
las! 
H
e 
heard 
m
e
 
co
m
ing. 
Just 
a
s
 
1 
w
a
s
 
gingerly 
taking 
the 
last 
steps, the 
rug l'ushed from
 
u
nder 
m
y feet, 
lcaving 
m
e
 
breathlessly 
trying 
to 
regain
 
m
y 
dignity. 
T
his 
little 
old 
rug is 
still 
the U
nconq
u
e
rable 
H
ero 
.
.
.
 but he does 
110t 
trip 
m
e
 
a
ny 
m
o
re
. 
1 
approach the 
btchen 
through 
t h
e 
hall door. 
It Could H
appen Only To M
e 
D
E
'l'T
Y
 
F
E
R
G
U
S
O
N
 
P
repare 
for 
the 
inva
siun! 
T
his 
is 
rny slogan a
s 1 put the 
v
a
se
s
,
 the im
ported 
lam
p, 
a
nd 
the little knickknacks 
that 
u
s
-
u
ally g
r a
c
e
 
o
u
r hom
e into 
the back 
of 
a 
se
cluded 
closet. 
E
very breakable 
object 
m
u
st 
be 
o
u
t 
of 
sight 
before 
m
y 
eleven 
c
o
u
sins 
a
rrive 
for 
the 
a
n
n
u
al 
party 
that 
1, 
a
s th
e 
old
e
st c
o
u
sin, 
a
m
 
obliged to have 
for them
. 
M
y c
o
u
sins ra
nge in 3ge lrom
 
tiny 
babes-in-arm
s 
to 
thirteen 
ye"f 
old 
n
e
ophytes, 
a
nd 
all 
of 
them
 
c
o
m
e
 
to 
this 
party 
e
x
c
ept 
those 
w
ho 
a
re
 
suff€ril!g 
a
t 
the tim
e from
 
m
e
a
sles, 
m
u
m
ps, 
w
hooping 
c
o
ugh, 
chicken pox, 
01' 
s
o
m
e
 
o
ther plague 
of 
childho
od. 
A
t 
the 
appointed 
tim
e 
they 
charge 
into 
the 
house, 
th
eir 
lusty 
young 
v
oices 
leading 
the 
attack. 
W
ith 
their 
a
rrival 
c
o
m
e
 the problem
s of keeping them
 
e
n
ter-
tained 
a
nd keeping 
them
 from
 
diss
e
cting 
the 
few
 
pieces 
of 
furniture 
that 
ha v
e
 
been left in the house. 
1 lm
o"", that e
a
ch 
of these dear 
cherubs has had the proper 
training 
from
 
the 
c
radle 
to 
the 
present 
t im
e
, 
yct 
thcy 
a11 
s
e
e
m
 
to 
forget 
their 
c
a
reful 
m
a
n
n
e
rs
 
a
t 
the 
precise 
m
o
m
ent 
they 
e
n
ter 
o
u
r house, 
w
hich is 
c
o
n
v
e
rted 
into 
a 
e
o
m
bination 
ra
c
e
 tra
ck
an
d
 battle
-
field 
a
s
 
m
y 
beloved 
c
o
u
sins 
spring into 
a
ction. 
M
ore 
a
nd 
m
o
re
 the 
a
ction drifts 
to
w
ard 
the 
cla
sh 
of 
th
e 
tw
o
 
opposing 
a
rm
ies 
that 
a
re
 battling it 
o
u
t 
a
c
ro
ss the 
suía 
in 
the 
l iving 
ro
o
m
. 
T
hey 
have 
b
k
en
 the 
e
xpression 
"
o
v
e
r the top" q
uite 
se
riousJy, 
a
nd 
they 
proceed 
to
 
go 
"o
 v
er 
the top" 
of the 
sofa. 
1 had 
visions of 
a 
broken 
spring 
popping 
through 
the 
up-
h
olstry 
a
t 
a
ny 
m
o
m
e
nto 
A
s 
1 
sa
w
 the 
ch ild
re
n
 
m
a
uling both 
them
selves 
a
nd the 
iurniture, 
1 
re
aliz
ed 
that 
so
m
ething 
m
u
st 
Le 
done 
to
 
halt 
the 
e
v
e
r-grow
ing 
tu
ssle, 
so
 
1 hauled 
o
u
t 
the 
Pin-the-T
ail-on
-the-
D
o
nkey 
g;:¡m
e. 
T
hey 
w
e
re
 
reluctant to 
g ive 
up 
their 
glorious 
fight 
for 
a 
quiet 
g;:¡m
c
 
s
u
ch 
a
s
 
this, but 
the prom
ise 
of 
a 
p
r ize finally 
ind
u
c
ed 
them
 
to 
c
o
n
c
e
ntrate 
o
n
 
the 
gam
e. 
Said 
gam
e 
w
a
s 
not 
as 
quiet 
a
s
 
1 
e
xpected
.
 
T
hl'ee 
year 
old 
-
2
6
-
Eddie 
a
ro
u
scd 
a good dcal 01 
e
x
citelllent 
w
hen he thrust his 
w
e
apon into his 
sistel' 
JI1stead 
of 
into 
the 
c
a
rdboard 
donkey. 
F
le
a
sed 
at 
th
e 
l'esult 
of 
his 
im
pishn
e
ss, 
Eddie proceeded to do 
the 
s
a
m
e
 
thing 
to
 
c.n
e 
of 
his 
co
u
sin
s 
a
nd 
th
e
n
 
to 
a
n
o
ther 
befo
re 
he 
c
o
uld 
finally 
be 
stopped. 
L
ooking 
at 
the 
teal'
-
stained 
faces 
of 111y 
yo
u
ng 
co
u
sin
s, 1 w
o
nde
red 
w
hy 
th
e 
m311
-
u factu
re
rs 
advertised 
this 
gam
e 
a
s 
th
c 
gam
e fol' 
you
ng 
child
re
n
.
 
1 
attem
p
ted 
to 
l'ectify 
111y 
e
rro
r 
by 
having 
them
 
play M
usical C
hail'. 
B
oys 
a
nd ¡;irls 
w
e
re
 both 
slugging 
0
11C 
a
n
other; 
the 
youngest 
tots 
w
e
re
 
taking 
quite 
a 
beating. 
1 
stopped 
this 
gam
e 
il1lm
edi-
;-¡tely 
a
nd 
a
w
a
rd
ed 
the 
p
riz
e 
to 
C
harles 
bC'cause he had behaved the be~;t. 
E
very
-
o
n
e 
b
eg
a
n
 
to
 
pout, 
so
 
1 bad 
1.0 
p
re
sel1t 
e
v
e
ryone 
a 
prize ju
st 
to 
"];:ccp 
pe
a
c
e
 
ir) 
th
c fa
m
ily." 
B
efore 
th
ey had 
a 
chance 
1.0 
bccom
e dissatisfied 
w
itb 
1.heir 
gifts
,
 
1 
ilu
s tlcd 1.h
e
m
 
off 
to 
the dining 
ro
o
m
 
fo
r 
refrcsh
m
e
nts
.
 
T
his 
pla
n
 
als
o
 
backfil'ed
.
 
N
ot o
n
e 
of th
e 
childl'e
n
 W
,lS satisfied 
w
ith 
his papel' hat, 
so
 
a
m
a
d 
s
c
ra
m
ble 
e
n
su
ed
,
 
in
 
w
hich 
p
apel' h
ats 
w
e
re
 
grabbed from
 
o
n
e 
a
n
o
the
r 
a
nd
.
 to
rn
 
to
 
shl'eds
.
 
T
his 
probably 
w
o
uld h
a
v
e
 pro
v
ed 
e
atastrophic 
had 
n
o
t 
th
e 
refreshm
ents been bro
ught in
 
at th
at tim
e. 
M
ost 
of tbe 
child
re
n
 dived 
f
u
rio
u
sly 
in
to 
e
ating 
the 
l'efre
sh
m
en1.s
,
 
but 
a fe
w
 
of them
,
 
w
h
o
 had paid 
a pre-
vio
u
s 
c
all 
to 
th
e 
kitch
e
n
, 
had 
already 
stuffed them
selv
e
s, 
so
 1.hey 111e1'c1y 
m
inced 
o
v
e
r 
the 
food 
a
nd 
then 
began 
1.0 
throw
 
chunks of 
c
ake at e
a
ch 
o
th
e
r
.
 
T
his lo
ok
-
ed 
a
s if it 
w
e
re
 fu
n
,
 
so
 
e
v
e
rybody began 
playing this 
n
e
w
 
a
nd 
e
x
citing g
a
m
e 
w
hich 
they 
c
alled 
"So
ck
o
 
w
ith 
the C
ako.
"
 
In 
a 
few
 
se
c
o
nds 
th
e 
r
o
o
m
 
w
a
s filled 
w
ith 
ílying m
o
rsels 
of 
a
ng
el 
c
ake
,
 
a
nd 
m
y dear 
c
o
u
sins 
w
e
re
 
clim
bing 
o
n
 
th
e 
ch
airs, d
a
rt-
ing 
a
c
ro
ss 
t11e 
table 
top
,
 
a
nd 
c
ra
w
ling in 
a
nd 
o
u
t 
u
nd
e
r
 th
e 
table
o
 
1 
tried 
w
ith 
w
11at 
1 
thought 
w
a
s 
good 
p
sy
ch
ology 
to 
stop 
this 
vicio
u
s 
n
e
w
 
o
u
tbul'st
,
 
but 
m
y 
tact in
 
u
rging 
them
 
to
 
e
at 
th
eir 
r
efre
sh-
m
e
n
ts 
r
e
w
a
rded 
m
e
 
w
ith 
a 
la
rge 
pie
c
e
 
of 
c
,lke, 
w
ith 
v
e1'y 
sticky fro
sting, pla
ster-
ed 
<1e1'OSS 
m
y face. 
1 gav
e 
up! 
1 e
o
uld 
do 
n
o
 
m
o
re
 
to 
stop 
th
el11, 
so
 1 left 
th
e
m
 
to
 
thei1' 
o
w
n
 d
e
strlletio
n
.
 
W
llc
n
 
l11y 
a
u
n
ts 
fin
ally 
al'l'iv
ed 
to
 
take 
m
y 
co
u
sin
s hom
e, th
ey fo
u
nd in
ste
ad 
of t11e 1re
shly ple
ated 
a
nd pin
afo
red d
a
rl-
il1g
s 
th
cy h,1(1 leH
 ünly 
tw
o
 hou
rs b
efo
re 
a 
m
a
nglcd 
m
a
ss 
of yo
u
ng h
u
m
a
nity 
sticky 
Ü'O:l1 
head 
to 
t
'le
.
 
M
any 
a 
quizzical 
gla
n
e
e
 
w
a
s
 dire
cted 
at 
m
e
,
 but 1 
m
e
rely 
shrugged 
a
nd 
said
,
 
"T
h
ey 
a
re
 y
o
u
r 
ehil-
d
re
n
.
"
 
M
y 
a
u
n
ts 
v
e
ry 
fir
m
ly 
m
a
rch
ed 
c
a
 eh 
little 
e
o
u
sin h
o
m
e
,
 d
e
spite 
the 
fact 
that the 
childre
n
 
w
a
n
ted 
to 
sta y b
e
c
a
u
se
 
the)' had h
ad 
so
 
m
u
eh f
u
n
.
 
A
fte
r look-
ing 
u
n
 del' 
th
e 
table, 
b
ehind 
th
e 
sofa
, 
in 
the 
pa
n
tl'Y
, 
a
nd 
in
 
all 
th
e 
clo
sets 
to be 
su1'e 
th
at 
n
o
n
e 
of 
th
e 
little 
d
e
m
o
n
s 
had 
stayed to
 h
e
ckle 
m
e
, 1 
e
ollap
sed 
o
nto the 
n
e
a1'est 
ch
air. 
F
l'o
m
 
th
e
re
 1 
vie
w
ed 
the 
\V1'e
ckagc b
efo
re
 
1118, 
bu
t 
1 
w
a
s
 
too 
e
x
-
hau
sled 
to 
d
o
 
a
ny
thing 
ab
o
u
t 
it
.
 
-
2
7
-
